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Excculive Pegistry

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON 23, D. C. o T-4/27
. » . B ' : ’,f.\
)

3

May 22 1963

" Dear John:
o Enclosed is a copy of the instructions
“-that I am issuing today to the Air Force in response
‘'to your recent request, confirmed by your note of '
yesterday, ‘that the Defense Department make: R
“riiavailable to the CIA two additional U-2- a1rcraft
L to meet the Agency s mcreased requ1rements.
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Honorable Jéhn A. McCone
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Dire ctor of Central Ihtélligénce-
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% MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE Axﬁx'roac':z':'

e e

/" SUBSECT: Additional U=2' for CIA -

SR The Director of Central Intelligence has asked that tho
"'+ > Defense Department make available two additional U-2 aircrafd
- 7 to be converted to J-75 engine configuration for use by the . -
Central Intelligence Agency. Thess two additional U-2'c for the .
- "Agency would increase its present total of 7 to 9 and would bo )
l used to meet its continuing commitments for covert flights
‘around the world which now require two more U-2 aircraft.
From my knowledge, gained as a member of the Spscial Group ;o
{5412), 1 am aware of, and agree with, the basis for the Agency'e - . -
f{ncreased V=2 requiremoants. I L -

S ] thorefore ask that the Air Force rcaks available, from
" 8AC's U-2 force of 22 aircraft, the two additional U-2'c roquired
by the CIA. This transfer ghould be effectsd on a loan basis with
. the Air Force retaining title to the aircraft and accepting the
¢ financial consequences if eithar of the ajrcraft wors last in the
"'+ . course of CIA use. .Cl1A as usual will accept respousibility for '
. maintenance and oporational costs of the two aircraft thos
;. transferred. : C :
SR Ap the CIA has an immediate need for these two aircraft
7% .. the transfer should b cffected as ‘soon a8 possiblo, hopofully
< within the next two days. . LR
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